‘DNA Detectives – The Smuggler’s
Daughter’
Curriculum links

How does this book “The DNA Detectives – The Smuggler’s Daughter” fit
into the curriculum?
This fictional book for children aged 7-12 years has been designed so that it fits
with different aspects of the National Programme of study for English and science
for KS1 and KS2.
English
The idea is that the book “The DNA Detectives – The Smuggler’s Daughter” and the
“live” or “online” workshops can be combined together to act as a resource for
English and science. Children can however, still benefit from reading the book
without participating in the workshop. Reading the book in class fulfils many of the
requirements of the National Programme of study for English in terms of word
reading and comprehension for both KS1 and KS2
Overall I have written this book so that it is fast paced, easy to read, with an exciting
plot and plenty of twists and turns along the way. I hope that it will inspire children
with a love of reading, to show them that reading is fun and leave them wanting
more!
Children can read this book independently or as a class. Through reading the book
they can practice their phonic knowledge and skills to help them decode words they
don’t recognise. The vocabulary in the book is aimed at children between 7 – 12
years who have a wide range of reading skills. The book can be read aloud to test
children’s knowledge of blending and common words.
There are plenty of contractions within the text which have been included to make
the speech within the story more realistic and fluid. These provide great examples
to help children understand that the apostrophe in the text represents the missing
text e.g. I’ll – I will, it’s – it is, should’ve – should have etc.
There are great opportunities for discussion when reading this book. Children can
be encouraged to take turns in asking relevant questions and listening to others
asking questions. Reading the book can lead to a class discussion where children
can express their views, discuss the chapters, recap on the evidence that has been
found or the sequence of events – What does it mean? Who do they think is the pet
thief? How are the characters in the story different? What do they think will happen
next? What was the order of evidence found? What was the sequence of events
that led to the characters coming to their conclusion? This can be used to
demonstrate that the children have listened or read the story accurately and have
understood the meaning of the language and text used.

Children can also talk about their ideas for writing a chapter in the book and come
up with ideas for stories of their own. In my experience children reading this book
love making inferences as to who they think is stealing the treasure from the ship
wreck and why. They love trying to work this out by piecing together the information.
This can be encouraged by printing out the DNA profiles used by the characters in
the book from the web links (see web address below). The children will become DNA
Detectives just like the characters in the book by analysing the same data.
(http://www.thelittlestorytellingcompany.co.uk/the-dna-detectives-the-smugglersdaughter).
Through listening to the book being read and having discussions with their teacher
or friends in class about the book children can start to increase their vocabulary. They
will also learn how language sounds, how sentences are structured and they can
learn new words that they may not hear in everyday language. This book will help
children build up a range of specialist vocabulary and technical terminology such as
deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA), cell, cytoplasm, inheritance, polydactyly and DNA
profile.
Just like in the “live” and “online” workshop children can participate in role play and
act out the parts of the children in the story, the head of the smugglers or the
smugglers daughter. This can help them to identify with and explore the different
characters especially “Annabelle” and “Harry” who are very different. The children
could decide which of these characters they are more like! These roles will require
them to problem solve, listen and respond to what they are being asking to do. They
will be encouraged to speak audibly and fluently for their part in the story. They will
have opportunities to improvise and respond appropriately to others in the role. This
will help them to understand what they have read and try out the language they have
listened to. This could help to build confidence and competence for speaking
language.
Children can also try some of the activities on my web links for this book to help
extend their understanding of what they have read e.g. they could try making a DNA
helix out of sweets to look at the structure of DNA or read about how scientists have
used DNA to determine what to see how people are related and trace ancestors e.g.
Richard III.
http://www.thelittlestorytellingcompany.co.uk/the-dna-detectives-the-smugglersdaughter

Science
This workshop has been designed been designed to fit with several aspects of the
national programme of study for science for KS1 and KS2.
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http://www.thelittlestorytellingcompany.co.uk/the-dna-detectives-the-smugglersdaughter
This is encouraging the children to observe data and make inferences from the data. Also,
when identifying which individuals could be stealing the treasure they look for similarities
between the DNA profiles to solve the crime. Children can do the same using the printedout copies of DNA profiles and fingerprints. They can also use the DNA sequence data to
find out why Elise has inherited polydactyly and how the scientists in the lab were able to
show that Emily had the same mutation.
Throughout the book children are encouraged to observe different aspects of DNA, to
identify scientific evidence to support an argument and to ask questions about what they
have found and to be curious. I hope that by finding out the answers to the different
questions by reading the book i.e. what is DNA? Who is stealing the treasure? Children
will be inspired to want to find out more, to read about it and find out the answers to their
questions. One children have read the book if they want to find out more they can access
the web links on my web site;
http://www.thelittlestorytellingcompany.co.uk/the-dna-detectives-the-smugglersdaughter
This will enable them to learn more about DNA, cells, inheritance, fingerprints, mutations,
ship wrecking and forensic science and try out some of the fun activities either at home or
in the classroom such as - extracting DNA from fruit, making a plaster cast footprint,
becoming forensic scientists and solving a crime online or going to a virtual online
laboratory and extracting DNA just like the characters in the book!

